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Many featured in her book, The Majesty 
of the Horse, Astrid Harrisson’s striking 

images evoke the grace and majesty of the 
equine in all its forms. Ethereal and proud 

they capture the nobility of equus.

www.astridharrisson.com
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Astrid Harrisson knew from a young 
age that she wanted to be creative and 
has harboured a lifelong passion for 
horses. She has spent years learning 
and teaching herself photography 
which has led to a career travelling the 
world photographing diverse subjects 
in extreme conditions. 

Globe-trotting: 
Astrid Harrisson

Imogen Lillywhite

Born in the South of England,  
Astrid Harrisson said the first step on 
the road to becoming a professional 
photographer was defying her father. 
“I pushed to pursue my creativity from 
an early stage whilst he pushed for 
academia”, she says.
“I drew and etched horses throughout 
my teens, and my interest in digital art 
began at the age of 11 with my first 
computer. Photography is an almost 
innate habit, having been brought 
up taking photographs or being 
photographed by my overly creative 
mother. I began to learn about cameras 
on the brink of the digital age, so whilst 
I spent time in the darkroom learning 
more traditional methods, I also began 
to tamper with digital photography, 
computers and graphics.”
She now calls the Channel Islands home 
but she spends a large part of her time 
travelling the world documenting horses and other animals, the 
people who care for them, work with them and the places they 
inhabit.  
Her adventurous career began in earnest in 2002 when she and a 
friend spent time photographing in Italy having met on a language 
course. Since then, they have travelled together almost every year 
to pursue their art but it was more than five years later that her fate 
was sealed. In the intervening time, Astrid counted photographing 
a shipwreck salvage in Mozambique amongst her experiences.
She says: “In 2007, I was given a coffee table book of American 
Equine Photographer Tony Stromberg, all about the mustangs in 
America. His pictures had me entranced. I was at the time running 
the marketing of a photographic company in London, doing 
travel and wedding photography in my spare time to build up my 

experience, my confidence, and my kit. 
“The book gave me an outlet to dream 
- I was away from the world of horses at 
that time, but forever yearned to return 
to it. I booked onto Tony’s workshop in 
the USA and quit my job, heading to 
Argentina to work on a ranch prior to  
the workshop. There, in a barn 
somewhere in the Californian hills 
sometime in 2008, something clicked. I 
have never looked back.”
A current project is The Majesty of the 
Horse: An Illustrated History which 
has already been published in America 
and is due for release in the UK and 
internationally this year. 
Astrid says: “The book was devised by 
internationally renowned author Tamsin 
Pickeral, who I met at a Christmas party 
for the ‘unemployed and unemployable’ 
a couple of years ago. We discussed the 
project and it stemmed from there; it was 

a matter of good timing, good will and commitment, but we made 
it happen. When I look back at the extensive travels, planning, 
coordination and drive it took to complete, I am astounded that it 
all came together.”
In the pipeline is The Spirit of the Dog - a sister publication to 
The Majesty of the Horse and Astrid continues to travel the 
world photographing, including a recent trip to Dubai in which 
she was able to photograph the traditional sport of Falconry,  
although, horses will always remain her passion. She says:  
“Dogs are incredible to work with too, but I believe I will continue 
to create equine-inspired imagery for as long as I am in awe of 
the horse.”

www.astridharrisson.com
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THREE QUARTER HORSE

FRIESIAN PROFILE
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STATUE

SHY ARABIAN FOAL


