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Bridget Pamela Awkright Bate Tichenor - Born:  November 22, 1919 – Paris, France Died October 12,  
 
1990 – Mexico City,  
 
Mexico 
 
 
Bridget’s Grandmother: Rosa Baring b. London – d. Paris 1927 – Great granddaughter of Sir Francis  
 
Baring 1740 – 1810, Barings Bank – London. Barings Bank was among the oldest merchant banking  
 
companies in England, having been founded in 1762 as the 'John and Francis Baring Company' by Sir  
 
Francis Baring. In 1806 his son Alexander Baring joined the firm and they renamed it Baring Brothers &  
 
Co., merging it with the London offices of Hope & Co., where Alexander worked with Henry Hope 
 
 
 
Bridget’s Mother:  Vera Bate – Sarah Gertrude Awkright Bate Lombardi – British – London 
 
Born in London in 1885, she served as a nurse in France during WWI.   She met her first husband in Paris,  
 
an American officer named Fred Bate, married him in 1919 and divorced him in 1927, to remarry in 1929  
 
an Italian officer, who was one of the best horsemen of his day, Prince Alberto Lombardi.  Although  
 
illegitimate, her connection with the English Royal family was established from childhood, which  
 
explained the close tie between Vera and Queen Mary, the Prince of Wales and the Duke of Westminster,  
 
as a direct blood descendent of George I, Louis Hanover, King of Great Britain 1660 – 1727.  Vera’s   
 
birth certificate states that her father was a stonemason. There was a legal cover-up of her birth by the  
 
Royal Family, as he true father was 17 and her mother a married woman of 31.  One hypothesis most often  
 
encountered by biographers was that she was an illegitimate daughter of a descendant of the Duke of  
 
Cambridge, who owning to morganatic marriage, could give no other name to his sons but Fitzgeorge.  
 
That was said because her mother’s second marriage was to a Fitzgeorge, but that marriage occurred after  
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Vera’s birth.  
 
 
Vera Awkright Bate Lombardi’s mother Rosa Frederic Baring 1854 – 1927 was involved in a not so  
 
secretive relationship amongst Royal Family inner circles with Prince Adolphus of Teck, when he was 17  
 
years old and she 31 years old, 14 years his senior, during her first marriage to Awkright. Bridget’s  
 
grandmother, Rosa Frederic Baring, was first married to Captain Frank Wigsell Awkright, and divorced  
 
before Vera’s birth, whose surname was given to Vera and then married for a second time to Colonel  
 
George William Adolphus Fitzgeorge1843-1907, a descendent of George III W. F. Hanover, King of Great  
 
Britain, who was also a grandparent to Vera’s blood father the Prince Adolphus of Teck, later the Duke of  
 
Teck and Marquess of Cambrige. The divorce with Awkright was a result of her illegitimate pregnancy  
 
with Vera and the affair with the adolescent Duke. Rosa’s second marriage to Fitzgeorge was much too  
 
coincidental in blood-ties to the Duke of Teck, as both men was were descendants of George III William  
 
Frederick Hanover, King of Great Britain 1738 – 1820, which covered the Royal Family scandal by  
 
positioning her in an acceptable marriage to oddly legitimize Vera’s birth in 1885, which was the same  
 
year as Rosa’s second marriage.  The concealment of her true father is apparent in that Vera’s birth records  
 
say her father was a stonemason, yet she legally used both Awkright and Fitzgeorge as surnames and  
 
was very open in a rebellious way towards her mother about her true father’s identity. 
 
 
Vera found out who her true father was early on in her life, and had tremendous problems with her  
 
Fitzgeorge siblings, who called her a bastard. There were guilt and shame issues that Rosa had in regard to  
 
Vera that handicapped Rosa’s parenting, which fortunately Vera was able to receive in relationships of  
 
support from her blood father’s sister Queen Mary and his wife Lady Grosvener, the Duke of  
 
Westminster’s sister. Vera’s illegitimacy sadly established abandonment issues and great instability for  
 
Vera that were caused by her mother Rosa’s survival strategy that focused on her second marriage to  
 
Fitzgeorge and her children in that marriage. 

 

According to Bridget, it was open knowledge and fact in Royal Family circles, not rumor as some of Co  

Co Chanel biographers have stated, that Vera was not fathered by Awkright, but instead was the daughter  

of Adolphus Cambridge, 1st Marquess of Cambridge (Adolphus Charles Alexander Albert Edward George  
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Philip Louis Ladislaus), born Prince Adolphus of Teck and later The Duke of Teck (13 August 1868 –  

October 1927, was a member of the British Royal Family and a younger brother of Queen Mary, the  

consort of King George V.  In 1900, he succeeded his father as Duke of Teck in the Kingdom of  

Württemberg. He relinquished his German titles in 1917 to become Marquess of Cambridge.   

 
 
Vera was a patrician British expatriate painter living in France and Italy, who began working  
 
for Co Co Chanel as a business liaison in 1923. Vera was the inspiration for Chanel’s ‘English Look’ that  
 
appeared in her 1926 Paris collections, and the male tailored construction for women’s suits became her  
 
trademark. Vera dressed in men’s tweeds borrowed from her uncle, the Duke of Westminster covered with  
 
masses of borrowed real jewelry from Royal Family members, such as her aunt Queen Mary, that Co Co  
 
adopted into women’s apparel with copied paste Royal Jewelry. Ironically, years later Bridget’s friend  
 
costume jewelry designer Kenneth Jay Lane, would receive some his greatest inspiration from Bridget.  
 
 
Vera made the entire initial British Royal Family introductions for Chanel and carried on as her  

“ambassador” to the European, Russian, and Indian Royalty. Vera introduced 2 of her own family relatives  

to Chanel, who became her lovers. The first was Grand Duke Dmitri Pavlovich of Russia, of the Imperial  

House of Romanov (Дмитрий Павлович Романов) (September 18, 1891 – March 5, 1941) was a Russian  

imperial dynast, one of the few Romanovs to escape execution by the Bolsheviks to Paris after the Russian 

Revolution. He is known for being involved in the murder of the mystic peasant faith healer Grigori  

Rasputin,  who he felt held undue sway over Tsar Nicholas II. The second was The Duke of Westminster,  

Bend’or.She served as a WW II underground liaison to protect Chanel’s Paris business from Nazi  

destruction, and later betrayed Chanel when she found out that Co Co was a Nazi herself.  No one was  

more keenly appreciated by London high society than Vera. 

 
Vera remained loyal to England and in 1944 betrayed Chanel by reporting directly to Churchill that Chanel  

was a Nazi agent for Walter Schellenberg when Chanel tried to use Vera to deliver a Nazi peace plan  

between France and Germany through Sir Samuel Hoare to Churchill. Chanel was charge with treason by  

the Americans, but released through the Royal Family because she easily could have exposed the Duke and  

Duchess of Windsor and other Royals as Nazi collaborators. 
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Bridget’s lifetime friend from childhood and “cousin” as she called him, Edward James, and she shared the  

same Royal illegitimate heritage from converging family lines, Edward James, unlike Bridget, was born  

into extreme wealth and luxury, he was one of many bastard children of King Edward VII through his  

mother Dorothy Field’s affair, he turned his back on the rigid aristocratic circles of Edwardian England,  

and befriended, supported, and collaborated with fledgling artists who would become household names in  

later years. Edward’s masterpiece to Surrealism was his home Xilitla in Mexico. Those artists he supported  

included Salvador Dali, Leonora Carrington, René Magritte, Kurt Weil, Bertolt Brecht, George Balanchine,  

Aldous Huxley, Man Ray, Pedro Friedeberg, and Sigmund Freud.  

 

Father:  Frederick Bate – American – B. Virginia D. Virginia 
 
Fred Bate was an American officer during WW I in Great Britain, who became the British   
 
representative for US owned NBC. 
 
 
 
Childhood:  Bridget’s childhood and adolescence was spent in London, Normandy, Paris, and Rome. The  
 
Duke of Westminster (Bend’or) assumed Bridget’s financial support and care through her early years, as  
 
Vera was not equipped on numerous levels to be a mother. The Duke of Westminster’s half-sister Lady  
 
Margeret Evelyn Grosvner was married to Vera’s blood father The Duke of Teck and it was she who  
 
carefully established the relationship between The Duke of Westminster with Vera and then in turn he  
 
provided financial care for Bridget in childhood. Although tutored from the age of 5- 16 in drawing, water  
 
color, and oil painting in England and France by the generosity of the Duke of Westminster, she was  
 
formally educated in painting at L’Ecole Des Beaux Art in Paris in the 1930’s. Bridget was surrounded  
 
with her mother’s friends such as Picasso, Man Ray, De Chirico, Dali, Lenora Fini, Honnigen-Huhn,  
 
Chanel, Vera’s ‘cousin’ The Duke of Windsor, and patrons such as Andre Breton, Peggy Guggenheim, and  
 
the author Gertrude Stein. Bridget spent her early years in the care of the Duke of Westminster’s staff in  
 
London, Scotland, and Normandy at his residences with the other Royal children as her friends. She was  
 
raised with the other British patrician children of Archies, Harolds, Winstons, and Duffs. The Churchill  
 
Family took special affinity to the young girl whose mother cavorted abroad in a bohemian lifestyle. 
 
 
Then, there were Vera’s American friends, Linda and Cole Porter, who introduced Bridget to her first  
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husband New Yorker Hugh Chisolm. Vera was much too carefree socializing with non-stop romantic,  
 
social, and business introductions for her friends such as Elsa Maxwell and Co Co Chanel to have the  
 
interest or time for the responsibilities of motherhood.  Bridget did not see her on a regular basis until she  
 
lived with her at 16 in Paris and Rome. Bridget’s mentor in Rome was De Chirico. The Agnellis became  
 
her adopted Italian family. 
 
 
1938 – Vera married Bridget off to a wealthy American bisexual, Hugh Chisholm from New York,  
 
to get her out of Europe and the perils of the war, and her own unspoken financial debts with Royal Family  
 
members, who had supported both Bridget and herself . Sadly, Vera never assumed any responsible as  
 
a parent and passed poor Bridget around as a baby, child, and as a young adult to the highest affluent bidder  
 
that fell in love with Bridget vying for her attention like a pet.  As Bridget had become a pet to others, she  
 
in turn collected many pet animals - she left by ship with her pet monkey, a python, 6 dogs, and a personal  
 
staff of 7. Although Bridget rebelled against her mother in the marriage to Hugh, Vera did win over her by  
 
prompting Hugh to spoil her with whatever she desired. 
 
 
1940 – New York - The first residence in the US was at The Plaza Hotel in New York.  Bridget moved into  
 
the hotel with her menagerie of pets and staff.  The hotel made her remove the python that created a huge  
 
argument. She did not get along with Mrs. Chisholm and her matriarchal rule of the family.  Hugh gave her  
 
whatever she wanted and used her in a twofold manner – 1. to please Mrs. Chisholm and give the family an  
 
heir that was of British Royal lineage, which provided his ongoing income, and 2. to hide his bisexuality.  
 
Battles began over her clothing/jewelry consumption with Mrs. Chisholm’s accountants.  Bridget refused  
 
to stop having the stores send clothing and jewelry over to the hotel.  She and Hugh became the toast of  
 
New York café society. 
 
 
1942 – Bridget and Hugh left New York for Beverly Hills, California in order to escape Mrs. Chisholm  
 
and be in a more creative war-time environment along with the mass exodus of European artists and  
 
intellectuals such as Aldous Huxley, Christopher Isherwood, Max Ernst, Thomas Mann, and Annals Nin.   
 
She gave birth to her only son Jeremy Chisholm.  Barbara Hutton sought emotional direction from Bridget.   
 
Bridget also became Garbo’s close friend and confidant.   She made her first trips to Mexico and met  
 
Diego Rivera through her old friend British Surrealist Painter Leonora Carrington. 
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1945 – Bridget moved back to New York with Hugh, her child, animals, and staff to an upper Eastside  
 
Fifth Avenue house and the family home on the North Shore of Long Island.  Hugh became involved with  
 
playwright Patrick Dennis (author of Auntie Mame), which broke up his marriage with Bridget. He later  
 
re-married and had two more children.  She continued her painting and began taking painting classes at The  
 
Art Students League of New York with the homoerotic artist Paul Cadmus, and Tanguy in the Village. She  
 
studied with George Tooker, and Peter Bloom.   She found comradery with a group of New York painters  
 
and a new identity in “Magic Realism”. 
 
 
1945 – 1952 – Bridget worked as a Fashion Editor for Vogue Magazine.  She supported the careers of 
 
American Fashion Designer Charles James and worked with Lauren Bacall.  Diana Vreeland was at Bazaar  
 
at the time and patterned her voice and mannerisms from Bridget.  She was obsessed with her beauty, noble  
 
lineage, style, popularity, creativity, and passion for life – there were constant explosions between them.   
 
Diana was also in Hollywood during the war years when Bridget was the center of attention in those key  
 
intellectual expatriate circles.  Diana was looked upon by those groups with a benign disinterest.  
 
Diana’s envy for Bridget and the born characteristics that Bridget embraced made Diana work harder to  
 
copy and adopt a conglomerate style that in the end did create her own commercial success as a world  
 
fashion figurehead.  One major issue was that Bridget was on the Chanel team and Diana on the  
 
Schiaperelli team. Maxime de la Falaise, who was a friend of Bridget’s once said, “Schiaperelli looked like  
 
a monkey who had lost its banana.” Horst, Penn, Rawlings, Joffe, Coffin, and Blumfield preferred Bridget. 
 
After the War, she returned to visit Europe.  Her childhood friend Count Emilio Pucci was in need of  
 
finances and she suggested he start to design fabric and clothing.  They visited Sienna during the Palio. 
 
She told Emilio to draw upon his noble heritage and base his designs on the brilliantly colored and  
 
patterned banners that were carried by the horseman. She told him to create those banners into a collection.  
 
Ten years later he established the clothing that reflected Bridget’s idea, which ultimately became his  
 
signature. 
 
 
1948 – Bridget divorced Hugh and left her upper Eastside home and moved to Little Italy to live with and 
 
marry artist Jonathan Tichenor.  She immersed herself with her painting, and found emotional support with  
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Tichenor and his less affluent, but highly creative friends like George Platt Lynes, Paul Cadmus, and Penn.  
 
 
She looked for a deeper meaning in her life through her art and made a lifetime commitment to it. She  
 
met Rivera again in New York and Frieda Kahlo was green with rage towards Bridget because of Diego’s  
 
time spent away from her and with Bridget.  Frieda publicly threatened to kill Bridget and went into self- 
 
induced convulsions when she accidentally found Bridget dining with Diego at the Café Des Artistes.  
 
There was a sporadic love affair for a few years between Bridget and Diego during the Kahlo marriage. 
 
 
1950 – 1952 - Diego Rivera invited Bridget to exhibit her paintings in Mexico City.  Diego introduced her  
 
to Antonio Souza, who had the most prestigious gallery in Mexico City at the time. She moved from New  
 
York and ended her marriage with Tichenor to live in Mexico City in an apartment on Calle Puebla that the  
 
architect Luis Barragan completely decorated for her with his furniture.  Lenora Carrington, Antonio  
 
Souza, and Diego were there to get her started.  She applied Mexican mythological and metaphysical  
 
elements into her detailed canvases that were technically rendered in a 16th century Siennese manner.  She  
 
was obsessed with detail.  The canvases were prepared for 2 months before painting could be started.  
 
Each of the ten succeeding coats of gesso preparation were sanded to a fine eggshell finish.  Paint was  
 
ground and handmade.  The paint itself was applied with the lowest hair count on red sable brushes. Final  
 
touches were sometimes applied with 1 hair alone. 
 
 
1952 – 1963 She isolated and painted with her Tarascan Indian lover in a home that they built together in  
 
Ario de Rosales, Michoacán México.  The stucco brick home was built on top of a steep hill in the shape of  
 
a cross with 360 degree views.  The village itself was down the hill and 30 minutes by car from Lake  
 
Patzcuaro. She had a staff of 25 Indians, most of which were either crippled, retarded, deformed, dwarfed,  
 
or had some abnormality that made them outcasts of the village. Each servant had one specific job to do  
 
each day. For example, there was one crippled man who unpacked 25 parrots that were trained to sleep in  
 
stacked shoeboxes near a fireplace and place them on their perches each day at sunrise. It took him the  
 
morning to get them out and fed, and the afternoon to put them all back.  There were 35 Chihuahuas, 5  
 
English Mastiffs, 8 Weimaramers (she loved their blue eyes), a dozen cats, 2 monkeys, pet rodents, snakes,  
 
and an anteater.  Not to mention the thoroughbred horses for riding and the jersey cows for milk, cream,  
 
and butter. The types of animals were constantly changing and fluctuating in numbers. She took all that was  



 9 

 
rejected into her home and put them to work as though  “Contembo” was a Tuscan Country  
 
Villa in the 16th century.  There were vegetable and herb gardens meticulously manicured. Chickens, ducks,  
 
and turkeys for eggs and meat.  The courtyard in the back of the house looked like a Breughel painting 
 
scene with animals and servants all entwined in a daily theatre.  The only thing that was bought in the  
 
village when Bridget could not have it delivered were cigarettes, meat, coffee, fruit, cocoa, sugar,  
 
chocolate bars, and Tequila. The compound was self-contained in many respects and extremely difficult to  
 
access. There was a generator for electricity.  It worked sporadically, which meant there was no hot water. 
 
 
1963 – Her Indian lover Roberto (the wicked Indian, as she referred to him), left on a bus from Ario one  
 
day to retrieve painting materials and never returned. This was a violent 13-year relationship. 
 
 
1963 – 1970 She painted and was celibate.  At times she ventured into Mexico City to stay with her friend  
 
Swedish businessman Eric Noren in his Porfiriano house in the Colonia Roma, which eventually became  
 
her second home on the ground floor with the garden.  She spent time with her close friends Leonora  
 
Carrington and the famous Mexican surrealist artist Pedro Friedeberg. She would occasionally see the  
 
Mexican 1940’s film actress Maria Felix. Her old friend from London Edward James, the British art patron  
 
of Dali, Picasso, Miro, and founder of Minotour Magazine spent time with her in Mexico City and at his  
 
eccentric surreal home in San Luis Potosi.  The Canadian painter Alan Glass became an intimate friend.  
 
She found a life of artisans that shared common interests much the same as it was for her growing up  
 
around her mother’s friends in Paris in the 1920’s. Mexico provided more “living magic” than Paris. 
 
 
1970 – Her close friend Pedro Friedeberg introduced her to her future protégé, New York artist Zachary Jay  
 
Selig in Mexico City, who she adopted in 1972. She took him under her wing and introduced him to her  
 
private world and well kept secrets.  He lived between Mexico City and New York for 7 years and  
 
passionately followed her guidance in his artistic and metaphysical development.  They traveled in Mexico  
 
to remote Indian villages from her isolated Contembo, where her shaman teachers imparted their wisdom in  
 
closed ceremonies, to New York’s most eccentric social gatherings. Zachary’s New York family, Uncle  
 
Robert Carter and Aunt Gertrude Fielding along with his mother’s cousin, NY Publicist Lee Goode  
 
Kingsley, had been collectors of Pedro Friedeberg’s work and did not fully embrace Zachary’s art or his  
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homosexuality with deep compassion and the necessary skills to guide or nurture him or his talents. His  
 
mother’s first cousin was Charles Revson, who founded the Revlon Corporation and his paternal father a  
 
Texas Steel Industrialist – businessmen, who were not artists that could not see who Zachary was as an  
 
artist.  They were indifferent to his talents and lacked the basic creative experience and understanding that  
 
was innate in Bridget. Bridget became all that a true family represented. An adopted son/protégé  
 
relationship continued until her death in 1990. Bridget gave both artistic wisdom and personal love to  
 
Zachary, which she did not share with her blood son Jeremy. There was a lot of resentment from Jeremy  
 
towards his mother for not being there for him as a child. She did make amends before he died in 1980.   
 
What she did not give to Jeremy, she made up for with her relationship with Zachary.  He reintroduced her  
 
to Scavullo to be photographed for his portrait books at the same time he introduced Bahamian Standard  
 
Oil Heiress and one time girlfriend of Marlene Dietrich, Jo Carstairs (through her ex-lover Jackki Rae) for  
 
the same book. Bridget insured Zachary’s artistic and personal value system by the age of 23, through strict  
 
disciplines that she demanded of him much the same as a tuff 19th century English nanny. At times her  
 
perfectionism was brutal. It was her deep understanding and commitment to him and not his family’s  
 
wealth, glamour, and politics that molded his future into a Talismanic Artist, Wellness Author, and  
 
Filmmaker. 
 
 
1970 – 1977 Bridget had a once secret love relationship, that became public years later, with another  
 
British Expatriate, Patrick Claude Henry Tritton, a Cambridge-educated importer of typewriters and  
 
fire fighting equipment to Mexico. Pattrick. Tritton was said to have been the model for the  
 
Anthony Powell character Dicky Umfraville, a likeable rogue.  This affair broke Patrick’s marriage to  
 
Nassau socialite Baroness Nancy Oakes Von Hoyningan Huene (daughter of Sir Harry Oakes - Nassau  
 
murder scandal of Sir Harry allegedly burned to death by Nancy’s fiancée de Marigny, but in reality most  
 
probably done by angry native employees in a ritualistic voodoo death revenge for his cruel treatment to the   
 
Bahamian Blacks) – The Toronto-born socialite's courtroom testimony after her father’s mysterious death,  
 
helped save her playboy husband from the gallows. He had been accused in the sensational 1943 murder of  
 
her father, the Ontario mining magnate Harry Oakes. A young Nancy Oakes faced a tragedy beyond  
 
comprehension. Her millionaire father, Sir Harry Oakes, was bludgeoned and set afire at his beachfront  
 
mansion in the Bahamas; her playboy husband, a Mauritian-born Count de Marigny, was charged with the  
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murder. Police described to her in sordid detail a killing about which they had no doubt as to guilt. The  
 
widow, Eunice Lady Oakes, believed police had fingered the culprit. The opinion was shared by her  
 
peers in Bahamian high society including the Governor of Nassau, the Duke of Windsor, Edward VIII, who  
 
at last found an excuse for their lingering dislike of the foreigner with a French title. In the face of  
 
overwhelming animosity, with evidence weighing against her husband, Nancy Oakes chose to believe the  
 
word of the man with whom she had eloped a scant 14 months earlier. The love affair scandalized her  
 
parents, who harbored great antipathy for a son-in-law they suspected of being a gigolo and a gold digger.  
 
The daughter's marriage put at risk her inheritance of one of the world's greatest fortunes, created from gold  
 
found in Northern Ontario. Nancy escaped the publicity and moved to Cuba as a guest of Ernest  
 
Hemingway, then Jamaica and on to reside for several decades in Mexico City – she took over the German  
 
Embassy there and created a remarkable home filled with Turners and Gainsborough’s – a lifestyle fueled  
 
by alcohol/prescription drugs and Sir Harry’s Bahamian, Swiss, and Canadian bank accounts - another  
 
jealous scandal occurred around Bridget again – Nancy was a good friend of Bridget’s at one point when  
 
Nancy arrived in Mexico, but they both ended the relationship when Patrick started his clandestine  
 
romance with Bridget.   Nancy’s butler was sent to spy on them in a vintage 1955 white Bentley that was  
 
an easy spot for Bridget’s servants who held post when she and Patrick were together.   
 
 
Patrick had a ranch outside of Mexico City near the Pyramids of Teotihuacan, where he raised Irish  
 
Thoroughbred Horses.  There were European expatriates in the valley, one of whom was a Spanish Princess  
 
who had purchased Coronado’s 16th Century fortress.  She and American husband, Tom Gossselin, had an  
 
impressive collection of Spanish Royal Goyas and Holbeins.  They had extraordinary parties for Bridget  
 
and Patrick away from Mexico City’s visibility.  Straight Herradura white tequila with a dash of Magi was  
 
Bridget’s favorite drink.  Cocktails began at 5 and went on until 9.  Patrick shared Bridget’s taste in many  
 
things, especially Herradura Tequilla.  A British Colonial Pre World War I lifestyle was alive and  
 
thriving in Mexico.  At the end of the day, the fact was that it was a matter of having masses of servants  
 
that kept it alive. Historic properties with period European furnishings and seriously good art were many  
 
times assembled in unique design formats.   
 
 
Those homes that had rarefied levels of good taste commanded an extraordinary colonial presence that  
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blended elements of both Europe and Mexico into magical atmospheres. Mexico was not a British Colony,  
 
but those Brits that lived there portrayed their lives as though they were ruled by England.  A few  
 
Americans succeeded in combining these elements, but most copied the Brits and got it all wrong – like bad  
 
Palm Beach design gone American Colonial in Cuernevaca. 
 
 
1977 – Patrick left Bridget for a Mexican ballerina – Bridget declined into a depression that she really  
 
never recovered from. Patrick was the only heterosexual man that embraced her and that she truly loved. 
 
 
1978 – She spent more time in New York and Bridgehampton, L.I. as a guest of her close friend Countess  
 
Bachu Woranzow and partner Jackki Rae. Bachu was her closest and dearest of friends.  Bachu was  
 
an East Indian Maharani and had a British Colonial childhood between India and London, and then moved  
 
on to New York to marry the impoverished Prussian Prince Woranzow. Her taste was impeccable in  
 
homes, Regency furnishings, art, clothing, jewelry, staff, and lifestyle. As a child in India, there was never  
 
a bit of laundry processed there as it was sent to London every 6 months to be laundered.  She  
 
embodied all that was aesthetic and had the Swiss finances bank vaults of precious jewels to perpetuate a  
 
truly exquisite life that Bridget longed to return to. She reunited with old friends from her New York days  
 
at Vogue such as Di Di Ryan, Kenneth Jay Lane, Maxime de la Falaise, Bessi de Cuevas, and Scavullo.   
 
She was introduced to Halston and became another center stage figure in the Studio 54 night scene. Lord  
 
Snowdon and Lady Churchill reunited with her through Bachu.  New York became her party mecca and  
 
antidote for depression. Bachu was responsible in assisting Bridget to move out of her depression and  
 
entertained her from a true focus of love. No one knew her better than Bachu, and only Bachu could fully  
 
engage in Bridget’s complexities. Bachu’s humanitarian priorities were very much in order and she was  
 
unlimited in her generosity to Bridget on every level. She understood that “human pride, integrity, and  
 
compassion” was to be valued and honored above everything else in life - Bridget embodied all of those  
 
characteristics. 
 
 
1979 – Bridget reunited in New York with an Italian Prince 20 years older than her. He had been a friend of  
 
her mother Vera’s in Italy and had been madly in love with Bridget since she was a young girl. He  
 
proposed and Bridget accepted.  She moved into The Hassler in Rome and he bought her a large Penthouse  
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in Rome over the Borghese Gardens.  She refused to move into his Palazzo and wanted her own separate  
 
home. The entire menagerie of animals and all of her belongings were crated and shipped from Contembo  
 
to Rome.  She oversaw a 3-month packing process, and left by boat from Veracruz to return to her beloved  
 
Rome. (the documentation on the list of animals stated that the Prince was funding an existing medical  
 
research being transferred to Rome to get them all into Italy) Her hope was that Rome and the Prince would  
 
free her from the Patrick breakup and re-position her as an affluent Italian noblewoman. 
 
 
1981 – The Italian Prince died and there was a horrendous conflict that ensued.  The Italian government  
 
seized all of his properties, jets included, and slapped tax laws on Bridget.  She was able to salvage just her  
 
personal items that she moved from Mexico and lost everything else.  She moved back to Mexico City,  
 
and refused to move back to her Contembo which reminded her of isolation and her long years as a recluse.  
 
Her depression returned and she declined further into sadness that was perpetuated by a serious red wine  
 
habit. She resumed her painting and spent time with Pedro Friedeberg, Lenora Carrington, and Maria  
 
Felix. She exhibited.  Lady Sarah Churchill visited and bought her paintings.  The museums in Mexico  
 
bought paintings.  Zachary introduced her to a new artist friend (who was his former lover) the celebrated  
 
American painter Jon Lightfoot.   Jon later became a close friend and spent time with her in San Miguel  
 
with his lover Roddy Burdine, heir to the Florida Burdine fortune.  Jon (who was half Swedish and half  
 
Cherokee) had grown up with Lance Reventlow, Barbara Hutton’s son, in Tucson, Arizona.  They had  
 
common history to share and artistic affinities that bound their relationship from the onset. Jon was  
 
instrumental in getting Bridget to focus on her painting and her career. He connected her with new groups  
 
of expatriate artists that had homes in Mexico. Bridget loved him. 
 
 
1982 – 1987 - Mexico City – Bridget painted constantly in a rented house from her friend Baron Von  
 
Wuthanau.  She detested the pollution of DF.  Her dear friend Eric Noren assisted her financially and  
 
offered to build her “The Green House” that she conceded to build in San Miguel de Allende on yet another  
 
of the many global land holdings belonging to Eric.  Jon assisted her with her plans. Both Jon and Roddy  
 
entertained her and had her honored at every party given by their friends in San Miguel. 
 
 
1987 – 1990 - San Miguel de Allende – She hated the idea of living in San Miguel.  She said it was too  
 
cold, too dry, to damp, too hot, too devoid of interesting landscape, too full of boring rich Americans, etc.  
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She battled with the architect who built her house and everyone whom crossed her path. The green colour  
 
of paint had to be redone 5 times, as it was never right to her.   Jon was the only one she saw when he was  
 
in San Miguel.  She edited her pets down to one English bulldog and had only 4 servants. Eric enabled her  
 
to have a home with her possessions and comparatively small staff.  He wanted her to be comfortable, but it  
 
was not really what she wanted.  Her self-compromise affected her health, along with a poor diet and red  
 
wine which replaced water.  
 
 
1990 – Bridget was diagnosed with bone cancer at The American Hospital in Mexico City in 1989.  After a  
 
year of treatments and unsuccessful operations, she declined in the hospital. Zachary, Bachu, Jakki, Pedro,  
 
Eric, Jon, Marina, and Leonora were the only ones allowed to visit her at the end.  She directed the hospital  
 
staff as though they were her own personal servants – she tried to control everyone and everything until the  
 
very end.  Guests were told were to be seated, what lights to turn off or on, what food to serve, and  
 
arrangements were made and changed to suit her whim.  Nurses were ordered around as though they were  
 
her maids and doctors directed like her butlers and chauffeurs.  In the end they all followed her orders with  
 
pleasure and loved her. 
 
 
1990 – Bridget died on October 12, 1990 in the home of the Comte and Comtesse Carlos and Marina de  
 
LaBorde Yturbe in Mexico City. It was ironical the Mexico City de LaBorde family’s grandfather, Comte  
 
Leon de Laborde was CoCo Chanel’s most fervent admirer in 1913.  Marina and Carlos provided the  
 
sanctuary and the love for Bridget during the time of her death. Carlos’s brother Comte Daniel de LaBorde  
 
was also there to assist Bridget in every conceivable way.  Marina spent a 6-month non-stop vigil at her  
 
bedside and in early October Bridget peacefully let-go of her own life and moved on into the realm of her  
 
magical spirit. 
 
 
 
British  Royal Family Genealogy 
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Adolphus Cambridge, 1st Marquess of Cambridge  
 
Father of Vera Awkright Fitzgeorge Bate Lombardi, Grandfather of Bridget Bate 
Tichenor 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Colonel Adolphus Cambridge, 1st Marquess of Cambridge, GCB, GCVO, CMG 
(Adolphus Charles Alexander Albert Edward George Philip Louis Ladislaus), born 
Prince Adolphus of Teck and later The Duke of Teck (13 August 1868 – 23 October 
1927), was a member of the British Royal Family and a younger brother of Queen Mary, 
the consort of King George V. In 1900, he succeeded his father as Duke of Teck in the 
Kingdom of Württemberg. He relinquished his German titles in 1917 to become 
Marquess of Cambridge. 
Contents 
[ 

• 1 Early life  

• 2 Army  

• 3 Marriage  

• 4 Duke of Teck  

• 5 Marquess of Cambridge  

• 6 Styles from birth to death  

• 7 Footnotes  

 

Early life 

Adolphus was born on August 13, 1868 at Kensington Palace, London. His father was 
Prince Francis, Duke of Teck, the eldest son of Duke Alexander of Württemberg and the 
Countess von Hohenstein. His mother was The Duchess of Teck (nee Princess Mary 
Adelaide of Cambridge), the youngest daughter of Prince Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge 
and a granddaughter of King George III. Adolphus was styled His Serene Highness 
Prince Adolphus of Teck at birth. Due to his unwieldy string of nine Christian names, 
he was always known as "Dolly" among his family. 

He was educated at Wellington College. 
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Army 

Adolphus was a cavalry officer, following in the footsteps of his father, both of his 
grandfathers, and his maternal uncle. He received his education at Wellington College, 
before entering the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. At the age of 19, he joined the 
17th Lancers, the regiment of his maternal uncle, HRH The Duke of Cambridge, who 
was the commander-in-chief of the British Army from 1856-1895. In 1894, he transferred 
to the 1st Life Guards. 

Marriage 

In October of that year, he married Lady Margaret Evelyn Grosvenor (9 April 1873-27 
March 1929), the daughter of the 1st Duke of Westminster. 

• Prince George of Teck, later 2nd Marquess of Cambridge, (11 October 1895-16 April 1981), 

married 1923 Dorothy Hastings (18 May 1899-1 April 1988);  

• Princess Mary of Teck, later Lady Mary Cambridge (12 June 1897-23 June 1987, married 1923 

the 10th Duke of Beaufort (4 April 1900-4 February 1984)  

• Princess Helena of Teck, later styled Lady Helena Cambridge (23 October 1899-22 December 

1969), married 1919 Colonel John Evelyn Gibbs (22 December 1879-11 October 1932  

• Prince Frederick of Teck, later styled Lord Frederick Cambridge (23 September 1907-30 May 

1940)  

Duke of Teck 

In January 1900, Adolphus succeeded his father as Duke of Teck. 

The new Duke served with his regiment during the Boer War and at one time was a 
transport officer in the Household Cavalry. He then served as the British military attaché 
in Vienna from 1904 to 1910, retiring at the rank of lieutenant colonel. With the outbreak 
of World War I, he returned to active duty, serving first as temporary military secretary at 
the War Office and later as military secretary to the commander-in-chief of the British 
Expeditionary Forces (B.E.F.) in France, with the rank of brigadier general. He was 
created Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (K.C.V.O.) in 1897, promoted 
to Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order (G.C.V.O.) in 1900, and made a 
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath (G.C.B.), in 1911. Though 
lionized during his lifetime as a "soldier-prince", papers released in 1998 undermined this 
assessment, as he seemed to have spent the First World War facing a series of Army 
medical boards to request sick leave. 

In 1911, his brother-in-law King George V granted him the style His Highness, as a gift 
to mark his coronation. 
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Marquess of Cambridge 

During World War I, anti-German feeling in the United Kingdom led Adolphus's brother 
in law King George V to change the name of the royal house from the Germanic House 
of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to the more English sounding, House of Windsor. The King also 
renounced all his Germanic titles for himself and all members of the British Royal Family 
who were British subjects. 

In response to this, Adolphus renounced, through a Royal Warrant from the King[1][2], 14 
July 1917, his title of Duke of Teck in the Kingdom of Württemberg and the style His 
Highness. Adolphus, along with his brother, Prince Alexander of Teck, adopted the name 
Cambridge, after their grandfather, Prince Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge. 

He was subsequently created Marquess of Cambridge, Earl of Eltham, and Viscount 
Northallerton in the Peerage of the United Kingdom. His elder son took the title Earl of 
Eltham as a courtesy title. His younger children became Lord/Lady (Christian Name) 
Cambridge. 

Lord Cambridge died in 1927 at Shatton Hall, Shrewsbury, England. His elder son, the 
Earl of Eltham, succeeded him as Marquess of Cambridge. 

Styles from birth to death 

• His Serene Highness Prince Adolphus of Teck (1868-1900)  

• His Serene Highness The Duke of Teck (1900-1911)  

• His Highness The Duke of Teck (1911-1917)  

• Sir Adolphus Cambridge, GCB, GCVO (1917-1917)  

• The Most Honourable The Marquess of Cambridge, GCB, GCVO, CMG (1917-1927)  

   

Mary of Teck, Queen Mary 
 
Aunt of Vera Awkright Fitzgeorge Bate Lombardi, Great Aunt of Bridget Bate Tichenor 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 
Mary of Teck 

Queen Mary 
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Photographic Portrait by Lafayette of Bond Street 

Consort 6 May 1910 - 20 January 1936 

Coronation 22 June 1911 

Consort to George V 

Issue 

Edward VIII 
George VI 
Mary, Princess Royal 
Henry, Duke of Gloucester 
George, Duke of Kent 
Prince John 

Full name 

Victoria Mary Augusta Louise Olga Pauline Claudine Agnes 

Titles 
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HM Queen Mary 
HM The Queen 
HRH The Princess of Wales 
HRH The Duchess of Cornwall 
HRH The Duchess of York 
HSH Princess Victoria Mary of Teck 

Royal House House of Windsor 
House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 
House of Württemberg 

Father Prince Francis of Teck 

Mother Princess Mary Adelaide, Princess of Teck 

Born 26 May 1867 
Kensington Palace, London 

Baptised 27 July 1867 
Kensington Palace, London 

Died 24 March 1953 
Marlborough House, London 

Burial 31 March 1953 
St George's Chapel, Windsor 

BRITISH ROYALTY 

 

Mary of Teck (Victoria Mary Augusta Louise Olga Pauline Claudine Agnes; later 
Queen Mary; 26 May 1867 - 24 March 1953) was the Queen Consort of George V of the 
United Kingdom. Queen Mary was also the Empress of India and Queen of Ireland. 
Before her accession, she was also Princess of Wales, Duchess of Cornwall and Duchess 
of York. In her own right she held the title of a Princess of Teck in the Kingdom of 
Württemberg with the style "Her Serene Highness". To her family, she was known as 
"May". 

During her time, Queen Mary was known for setting the tone of the British Royal Family, 
as the model of regal formality and propriety, especially during state occasions. She was 
the first Queen Consort to attend the coronation of her successors. Known for superbly 
bejewelling herself for formal events, Queen Mary left a collection of jewels now 
considered priceless. 
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Early life 

Princess Victoria Mary of Teck was born on 26 May 1867, at Kensington Palace, 
London. Her father was Prince Francis, Duke of Teck, the son of Duke Alexander of 
Württemberg by his morganatic wife, Countess Claudine Rhédey de Kis-Rhéde (created 
Countess von Hohenstein in the Austrian Empire). Through the House of Württemberg, 
Mary was distantly descended from the Habsburgs, the once powerful ruling family of 
Austrian Empire. Her mother was Princess Mary Adelaide of Cambridge, the third child 
and the younger daughter of Prince Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge and the Princess 
Augusta of Hesse-Kassel. She was baptised in the Chapel Royal of Kensington Palace on 
27 July 1867 by Charles Thomas Longley, Archbishop of Canterbury and her godparents 
were Queen Victoria, the Edward VII (then Prince of Wales), the Princess Grand 
Duchess of Mecklenburg-Strelitz and the Duchess of Cambridge. 

Although her mother was a grandchild of King George III of the United Kingdom, 
Princess Mary was only a minor member of the British Royal Family. Her father, the 
Duke of Teck, was the product of morganatic marriage, had no inheritance or wealth, and 
carried the lower royal style of Serene Highness. The Duchess of Teck was however 
granted a Parliamentary Annuity of £4000 plus £4000 from her mother, the Duchess of 
Cambridge. Despite this, the family was deep in debt and had to flee abroad to avoid their 
creditors in 1883. The Tecks travelled throughout Europe, visiting their various relatives 
and staying in Florence, Italy, for a time. There Princess Mary enjoyed visiting the art 
galleries, churches and museums. 
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In 1885, the Tecks returned to London and were given use of White Lodge in Richmond 
Park as a residence. Princess Mary was close to her mother and acted as an unofficial 
secretary, helping to organise parties and social events. Mary was also close to her aunt, 
the Grand Duchess of Mecklenburg-Strelitz (née Princess Augusta of Cambridge). Mary 
wrote to her aunt every week without fail. During World War I, the Swiss Embassy 
helped pass letters from Mary to her aunt, who lived in Germany. 

Engagement and marriage 

In 1891, Princess Mary was engaged to Prince Albert Victor, Duke of Clarence, the 
eldest son of Prince Albert Edward, Prince of Wales. Princess Mary was chosen as a 
bride for Albert Victor, due mainly to Queen Victoria's fondness of her, as well as her 
strong character and sense of duty. Albert Victor was Princess Mary's second cousin once 
removed; Mary was the daughter of Princess Mary Adelaide of Cambridge, whose father, 
Prince Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge, was a brother of Prince Edward Augustus, Duke 
of Kent, the father of Queen Victoria, who was Albert Victor's paternal grandmother. 
However, Prince Albert Victor died, perhaps of pneumonia, six weeks later. 

Despite this setback, Queen Victoria still favoured Princess Mary as a suitable candidate 
to marry a future King, so she persuaded Albert Victor's brother, Prince George, Duke of 
York, to propose to Mary. George duly proposed and Mary accepted. Despite its being an 
arranged marriage, Mary and George soon were deeply in love. George is believed to 
have never taken a mistress (a level of fidelity unusual at the time), and he wrote to Mary 
virtually every day. 

Their marriage took place on 6 July 1893, at the Chapel Royal, St. James's Palace, in 
London. The couple had six children in total, listed below. 

Name Birth Death Marriage 

King Edward VIII, later 
Duke of Windsor, 23 June 1894 28 May 

1972 
Wallis Simpson (19 June 1896 – 24 April 1986); 
no issue. 

King George VI 14 December 
1895 

6 February 
1952 

Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon (4 August 1900 – 30 
March 2002); and had issue. 

Mary, Princess Royal 25 April 1897 28 March 
1965 

Henry Lascelles, 6th Earl of Harewood (9 
September 1882 – 23 May 1947); and had issue. 

Prince Henry, Duke of 
Gloucester 

31 March 
1900 

10 June 
1974 

Lady Alice Montagu-Douglas-Scott (25 December 
1901 – 29 October 2004); and had issue. 

Prince George, Duke of 20 December 25 August Princess Marina of Greece and Denmark (13 
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Kent 1902 1942 December 1906 – 27 August 1968); and had issue. 

Prince John 12 July 1905 18 January 
1919  

 

Duchess of York 

 

 
The Duchess of York in 1893. 

After her marriage, Princess Mary was now styled Her Royal Highness The Duchess of 
York. The Duke and Duchess of York lived in York Cottage, a small house on the 
Sandringham Estate in Norfolk. They also had apartments in St. James's Palace, London. 
York Cottage was a modest house for royalty, but was a favourite of George, who liked a 
simple life. 

The Duchess of York was not considered to be emotionally attached to her children. The 
royal nanny looking after Princes Edward and Albert was found to be abusing the 
children. The nanny would pinch Edward before he was to be presented to the Duke and 
Duchess, causing them to dismiss him. Albert was generally ignored; as an adult, he was 
a shy, stammering man, perhaps as a result. 

As Duke and Duchess of York, George and Mary carried out a variety of public duties. In 
1900, they toured the British Empire. Visiting Australia, the Duke and Duchess opened 
the first session of the Australian Parliament, when the Commonwealth of Australia was 
created. 
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Princess of Wales 

On 22 January 1901, Queen Victoria died, and the Duchess of York's father-in-law, 
Albert Edward, ascended the throne as King Edward VII. For the rest of that year, May 
was styled Duchess of Cornwall and York until 9 November 1901, when George was 
created Prince of Wales, and she was then styled Princess of Wales. 

King Edward VII wished his son to be more prepared for the role of King, given Queen 
Victoria's exclusion of Edward from state affairs. However, the Prince of Wales was not 
of the highest intellect, and Mary was required to help him read and understand the state 
papers sent by the King. 

Queen Mary 

 
George V and Queen Mary dressed for a State Opening of Parliament. 

On 6 May 1910, King Edward VII died, and the Prince of Wales ascended the throne. 
Thus, Mary became Queen consort of the United Kingdom. George and Mary's 
coronation at Westminster Abbey took place on 22 June 1911. They later travelled to 
India for the Delhi Durbar on 11 December 1911. The king and queen toured the country 
visiting their new subjects as their emperor and empress. 

The beginning of Mary's reign as Queen Consort saw her come into conflict with the new 
dowager Queen Alexandra. Although the two queens were friendly and close, Alexandra 
was stubborn in many ways. She demanded precedence over Mary at the funeral of 
Edward VII, was slow in leaving Buckingham Palace, and kept some of the royal jewels 
that should have been passed to the new queen. 

Queen Mary's staunch support of her husband become stronger during his reign. She 
advised him on speeches, and used her extensive knowledge of history and royalty to 
advise him on matters of state. 
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History remembers Mary as an inattentive  
mother. She failed to notice the neglect of a 
nanny of the young Princes Edward and 
Albert, and her youngest son Prince John 
was kept away on the Sandringham Estate 
so the public would not see his epilepsy. 
However, Mary was a caring mother in 
many respects and taught her children history and music. Edward, in his memoirs, wrote 
of the fondness and kindness of Mary as a mother. 

In 1935, George V and Queen Mary celebrated their silver jubilee, with celebrations 
taking place throughout the British Empire. However, George was now very ill, leaving 
Mary to nurse the ailing king. 

Dowager Queen 

 

 
Queen Mary with her grand-daughters Margaret and future Queen Elizabeth II 

King George V died on 20 January 1936, his death supposedly hastened by an injection 
of morphine and cocaine given by his physician, the future Baron Dawson of Penn, on 
Mary's orders. Mary's son Prince Edward, Prince of Wales, ascended the throne as King 
Edward VIII. Although loyal and supportive to her son, she could not understand why 
Edward would neglect his position in order to marry Wallis Simpson. Mary refused to 
meet or acknowledge Wallis either in public or private. When Edward decided to 
abdicate, Mary provided moral support for the shy and stammering Prince Albert, Duke 
of York, now expected to ascend the throne in Edward's place. With Albert on the throne 
as George VI, Mary provided support to the new king and queen, even attending their 
coronation, the first dowager queen to do so; her censure of Edward for what she 
considered his dereliction of duty was absolute and she never wavered in her disapproval 
of what she perceived as his disservice to the Crown. 

She was now Queen Mother (see English Queen Mothers), though she did not use that 
title in shorthand, instead being known as Her Majesty Queen Mary. 

Styles of 
Queen Mary as consort 

 
Reference style Her Majesty 
Spoken style Your Majesty 
Alternative style Ma'am 
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During World War II, George VI wished his mother to be evacuated from London, and 
although she was reluctant, she decided to live with her niece, Mary Somerset, Duchess 
of Beaufort, the daughter of her brother Adolphus, at Badminton House. She and her 
fifty-five servants and her personal belongings (which required seventy pieces of luggage 
to transport from London) occupied all of the house for the next seven years (except the 
Duke and Duchess's private suites) and the only people to complain about the 
arrangements were the royal servants, who found the house too small. It was here that 
Queen Mary supported the war effort by visiting troops and factories and helping to 
gather scrap materials. She was known to offer lifts to soldiers she spotted on the roads 
and caused her niece some annoyance by having the ancient ivy torn from the walls of 
Badminton House. The queen considered it a hazard as well as unattractive.) The queen 
finally returned to Marlborough House in June 1945. 

Various stories have circulated suggesting that the Queen was a kleptomaniac. For 
example, it has been asserted that, on occasion, Queen Mary would express to hosts or 
others that she admired something they had in their possession, in the expectation that the 
owner would be willing to part with it. If the object failed to materialize as a gift, she 
would later send an attendant to collect the item for her. While similar stories may not be 
entirely apocryphal, the circumstances in which they occurred, and what the Queen 
intended to accomplish by attaining the various items she requested (usually objets d'art 
and heirlooms owned by the Royal Family that had been loaned out and never returned), 
hardly qualify as kleptomania. The Queen's extensive knowledge of the treasures 
belonging to the Royal Collection helped in identifying artifacts and artwork that had 
gone astray over the years. 

Records show that Queen Mary generously paid above-market estimates when 
purchasing jewels from the estate of Dowager Empress Marie Feodorovna (Clarke, Lost 
Fortune Of The Tsar), and paid almost three times the estimate when reclaiming the 
family's Cambridge Emeralds from Lady Kilmurry, mistress of her late brother Prince 
Francis (Kilmurry Papers). 

In 1952, Mary's son George VI died, and her granddaughter, Princess Elizabeth, ascended 
the throne. Since her daughter-in-law Queen Elizabeth was now "Queen Mother", Mary 
became the Dowager Queen Mother, though she still did not use that in her shorthand 
title. Mary died the next year of lung cancer (publicly referred to as "gastric problems") at 
the age of 85 without seeing Elizabeth II's coronation. Upon her deathbed, Mary called 
her Lady in Waiting towards her and said, "There is only one thing I have never done and 
wish I had and that is to climb over a fence". 

When visited by a doctor, she showed her truly regal expectations. When he had finished, 
he went to walk out of the room. In a warning voice she called, "I'm not dead yet". He 
turned around, bowed and backed out of the room. 

Her dying wish was that the coronation not be postponed. Her remains lay in state at 
Westminster Hall, where crowds of mourners filed past her coffin. She is buried at St. 
George's Chapel, Windsor. 
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Legacy 

The ocean liners RMS Queen Mary and Queen Mary 2 were named in her honour 
(though in all technicality, the RMS Queen Mary 2 was named after the original Queen 
Mary ocean liner and is only indirectly named after Mary of Teck). Also the Royal Navy 
Battlecruiser HMS Queen Mary, which was blown up by fire from German Battleships at 
the Battle of Jutland, in 1916, was named in her honour. 

Both Queen Mary College, University of London and Queen Mary College in Lahore, 
Pakistan are named after Queen Mary. 

Queen Mary's School in New Delhi, India, was established in 1912 after her India visit. It 
is the oldest residential girls' school in Delhi. 

Queen Mary's Dolls House was created for her in 1926 by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

On screen, Queen Mary has been portrayed by a multitude of distinguished British 
actresses, including Peggy Ashcroft, Eileen Atkins, and Miranda Richardson. 

Queen Mary's Peak, the highest mountain in Tristan da Cunha; and Queen Mary Land in 
Antarctica are named after Queen Mary. 

Titles from birth to death 

Standard of HM Queen Mary 

The Royal Coat of Arms of the United Kingdom are impaled with her family arms- 1st and 4th quarters, the 

arms of her grandfather HRH Prince Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge; 2nd and 3rd quarters, the arms of her 

father HH The Duke of Teck 

• Her Serene Highness Princess Victoria Mary of Teck (26 May 1867 to 6 July 1893)  

• Her Royal Highness The Duchess of York (6 July 1893 to 22 January 1901)  

• Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall and York (22 January 1901 - 9 November 1901)  

• Her Royal Highness The Princess of Wales (9 November 1901 to 6 May 1910)  

• Her Majesty The Queen (6 May 1910 to 20 January 1936)  

• Her Majesty Queen Mary (20 January 1936 to 24 March 1953)  

Honorary military appointments 

• Husaren-Regiment Fürst Blücher von Wahlstatt, Chief  

• The 18th Royal Hussars (Queen Mary's Own), Colonel-in-chief (until 1922)  

• The Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars, Colonel-in-chief (until 1922)  
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• The 13/18th Royal Hussars (Queen Mary's Own), Colonel-in-chief  

• The 100th (Worcestershire and Oxfordshire Yeomanry) Brigade, RFA (TA), Colonel-in-chief 

(until 1939)  

• Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps, President  

• The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, Colonel-in-chief  

• The Queen's Royal Regiment (West Surrey), Colonel-in-chief  

• The 63rd (Worcestershire and Oxfordshire Yeomanry) Anti-Tank Regiment, RA (TA), Colonel-

in-chief (until 1942)  

• The 387th Field Regiment (Queen's Own Oxford Hussars) (TA), Colonel-in-chief (until 1950)  

• Royal Army Medical Corps, Colonel-in-chief  

• Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps, Colonel-in-chief  

• The 299th (Royal Buckinghamshire Yeomanry and Queen's Own Oxford Hussars) Field 

Regiment]], RA (TA), Colonel-in-chief 

 

Hugh Grosvenor, 2nd Duke of Westminster 

 Assisted financially with Bridget’s childhood and provided homes for her until she went 
to live with Vera in Paris at 16. 

Hugh Richard Arthur Grosvenor, 2nd Duke of Westminster, GCVO DSO (familiarly 
"Bendor") (19 March 1879 – 19 July 1953) was the son of Victor Alexander Grosvenor, 
Earl Grosvenor and a grandson of Hugh Grosvenor, 1st Duke of Westminster. 

After succeeding his grandfather as Duke of Westminster in 1899, he served in the 
Second Boer War until 1901, as an ADC to Lord Roberts and Lord Milner. He 
subsequently invested in land in South Africa and Rhodesia. 

He married, firstly, Constance Edwina Cornwallis-West, on 16 February 1901 and they 
were divorced in 1919. They had three children: 

• Lady Ursula Mary Olivia Grosvenor (b. 21 February 1902), married, firstly, William Patrick 

Filmer-Sankey in 1924 and was divorced in 1940. She married, secondly, Major Stephen Vernon 

in 1940.  
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• Edward George Hugh Grosvenor, Earl Grosvenor (1904 – 1909), died young.  

• Lady Mary Constance Grosvenor (b. 27 June 1910)  

In 1908, he competed in the London Olympics as a motorboat racer for England. 

On 1 April, 1908, he was named honorary lieutenant-colonel of the 16th Battalion, The 
London Regiment, a post he held until 1915. The Duke served with the Cheshire 
Yeomanry during World War I, developing a prototype Rolls-Royce Armoured Car for 
their use. During their campaign in Egypt, the Duke (then a major) commanded the 
armoured cars of the regiment and took part in the destruction of a Senussi force at 
Agagia on 26 February 1916. On 14 March 1916, he led the armoured cars on a raid that 
destroyed the enemy camp at Bir Asiso. Learning that the crews of HMT Moorina and 
HMS Tara were being held at Bir Hakkim, he led the armoured cars on a 120-mile dash 
to rescue them before returning. He received the DSO for this exploit. He was 
subsequently promoted colonel and on 26 May 1917, he was named honorary colonel of 
the regiment. 

He married, secondly, Violet Mary Nelson, daughter of Sir William Nelson, 1st Baronet, 
on 26 November 1920 and they were divorced in 1926. 

In 1925 he was introduced by Vera Bate to Gabrielle ("Coco") Chanel after a party 
in Monte Carlo and pursued her. He was as extravagant with her as he was with all 
of his lovers. One famous story is that he hid a huge uncut emerald at the bottom of 
a crate of vegetables for her, another is that he showed up at Chanel's apartment 
with an enormous bouquet of flowers and was only recognized after Chanel's father 
tried to hand "the delivery boy" a tip. He was Chanel's lover until 1930. 

He married, thirdly, Hon. Loelia Mary Ponsonby, daughter of Frederick Ponsonby, 1st 
Baron Sysonby, on 20 February 1930 and they were divorced in 1947. 

In 1931, the Duke, a Conservative "outed" his brother-in-law, the Earl Beauchamp, as a 
homosexual to the King and Queen and hoped to ruin the Liberal Party through 
Beauchamp. Homosexuality was a criminal offence at the time, and the King was 
horrified, saying "I thought men like that shot themselves." During the run-up to World 
War II, he supported various right-wing and anti-semitic causes, including the Right 
Club. 

He married, fourthly, Anne Winifred Sullivan, on 7 February 1947. 

The Duke died in 1953, aged 74 and his titles passed to his cousin, William Grosvenor. 

Sir Francis Baring – Bridget’s great- great grandfather from mother’s lineage. 

 Sir Francis Baring, 1st Bt. was born on 18 April 1740 in Larkbeare, Devon, England.3  

He was the son of John Baring and Elizabeth Vowler.2 He married Harriet Herring,  
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daughter of William Herring and Montague Dorothy Dawson, on 12 May 1767 in St. 
John Baptist, Croydon, Surrey, England.3,4 He died on 12 September 1810 at age 70 in  

Lee, Kent, England.3 He was buried in Micheldever, Hampshire, England.3 in London, 
England, a clerk in the firm of Boehm, where he studied commerce, and "at an early  

period distinguished himself by his accurate knowldge and dexterity in financial  

calculations."3 He was deaf from his youth.3 He was a director of the Honourable East  

India Company in 1779.3 He held the office of Member of Parliament (M.P.) for  

Grampound between 1784 and 1790.3 In 1790 he purchased the estate of Stratton Park,  

Micheldever, Hampshire.3 He was chairman of the Honourable East India Company  

between 1792 and 1793.3 He was created 1st Baronet Baring, of London [GREAT BRITAIN]  

on 29 May 1793.3 He held the office of Member of Parliament (M.P.) for Chipping 
Wycombe between February 1794 and 1796.3 He held the office of Member of  

Parliament (M.P.) for Calne between 1796 and 1802.3 He held the office of Member of  

Parliament (M.P.) for Chipping Wycombe between 1802 and 1806.3 He lived in Hill 
Street, London, England.3 He lived in Beddington, Surrey, England.3 He has an extensive  

biographical entry in the Dictionary of National Biography.5 

 

Founder of Barings Bank.  Barings had a long and storied history. In 1802, it helped  

finance the Louisiana Purchase, despite the fact that Britain was at war with France, and  

the sale had the effect of financing Napoleon's war effort. Technically the United States  

did not purchase Louisiana from Napoleon. Louisiana was purchased from the Baring  

brothers and Hope & Co.. The payment for the purchase was made in US bonds, which  

Napoleon sold to Barings at a discount of 87 1/2 per each $100. As a result, Napoleon  

received only $8,831,250 in cash for Louisiana. Alexander Baring, working for Hope &  

Co., conferred with the French Director of the Public Treasury François Barbé-Marbois  

in Paris, went to the United States to pick up the bonds and took them to France. 

 

Later daring efforts in underwriting got the firm into serious trouble through  

overexposure to Argentine and Uruguayan debt, and the bank had to be rescued by a  
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consortium organized by the governor of the Bank of England, William Lidderdale, in the  

Panic of 1890. While recovery from this incident was swift, it destroyed the company's  

former bravado. Its new, restrained manner made it a more appropriate representative of  

the British establishment, and the company established ties with King George V,  

beginning a close relationship with the British monarchy that would endure until Barings'  

collapse. The descendants of the original five male branches of the Baring family were all  

appointed to the peerage with the titles Baron Revelstoke, Earl of Northbrook, Baron 
Ashburton, Baron Howick of Glendale and Earl of Cromer. The company's restraint  

during this period would cost it its preeminence in the world of finance, but would later  

pay dividends when its refusal to take a chance on financing Germany's recovery from  

World War I saved it the painful losses experienced by other British banks at the onset of  

the Great Depression. 
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